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I truly am honored to work in 
the animal welfare ® eld.  For 
those of you who know me, I 
have probably shared this with 
you in some form on more than 
one occasion, but please know 
that I truly mean this.  Each and 
every day I begin my day with 
a long list of things to do¼.
I kid you not, I have had some 
tasks on my list since the day I 
began working here.  You see, 
they are tasks that remain very 
important to me, but often 
times, I am not able to choose 
what I work on as something 
seems to come up and need 
my attention every single 
day that was not on my list to 
begin with.  Some may ® nd 
this frustrating, and I suppose 
at times, I do, too, but I actually 
do not give it much thought 
as I believe everything that I 
do is needed or happens for 
a reason, so I just go with the 
 ̄ow.  I actually enjoy this most 
of the time as I am able to 
begin new relationships, build 
relationships, help someone 
in need, or learn something 
new.  Ultimately, I strive to be 
proactive rather than reactive, 
but certain situations simply do 
not allow for this.

Why do I share this with you?  
Because I am surrounded by 
individuals who share the 
same passion and encounter 
the same situations daily.  I am 
impressed by animal welfare 
professionals as they have 
an often thankless job that 
pulls them in 100 different 
directions and still ® nd time 
to complete the tasks that 
are most important and help 

others.  Through working at 
Coulee Region Humane Society, 
which I consider a privilege, 
I have met so many people 
that support our work through 
various measures and who 
never cease to amaze me.  

Over the past few years, we 
have worked hard to explore 
alternatives for animals who 
we feel may not thrive in our 
environment or who may need 
to have their behavior modi® ed 
before living in a home 
environment.  We do not desire 
praise for this as this is our job, 
our obligation to the animals 
in our care.  However, I would 
like to recognize the groups 
and individuals we work with 
by offering them praise.  I know 
they, too, would say they do not 
deserve or want this, but they 
help us on short notice, they 
expend their own resources, 
sometimes at great lengths, 
to help us make sure the 
animals are given every chance 
possible.  

Take for example Casper, the 
White German Shepherd, who 
came to us with large, gaping 
wounds.  After being tended 
to by a local veterinarian here 
and cared for in our facility for 
almost one week, White Paws 
German Shepherd Rescue 
accepted him into their rescue 
group, drove from Green Bay 
to transport him and to date, 
after almost three months, he 
remains in vet care.  

Another example is White 
Lightening, a Great Pyrenees 
cross, who was brought to us 

as a stray from Monroe County.  
This poor girl literally had her 
skin being eaten by maggots.  
A local veterinarian removed 
the maggots and cleaned her 
up.  We reached out to Great 
Pyrenees Rescue of WI and 
within just a few days they 
were at our doorstep taking 
her back to a foster home.  She 
is thriving and as soon as she 
heals she will be placed up for 
adoption.  

Yet another example is 
Parrot Valley Rescue in 
Coon Valley who helped 
us with 27 parakeets who 
were surrendered to us all 
at one time from a home in 
our community.  Specialty 
Purebred Cat Rescue has taken 
many specialty purebred cats 
from us over the past few years, 
keeping us informed as to how 
they are doing and when they 
are adopted.  Local volunteers 
help to transport them, most of 
the time at their own expense, 
which these days is quite costly 
with gas.

I could share several more 
stories, but I think you 
understand what I am saying¼
that we work with groups that 
take on overwhelming cases, 

cont'd on page 2
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Pet Therapy 
Endowment

(cont'd from front page)
often behind the scenes, with little knowledge or recognition by the public as does your Coulee 
Region Humane Society.

We, too, help when we can, that is by taking animals into our Humane Society.  So far this year, we 
have transferred in from other organizations 6 cats, 24 dogs, and 4 kittens and we have transferred 
14 cats, 41 dogs, 1 kitten, 9 puppies, 7 ferrets, 39 birds, 6 guinea pigs, 2 hamsters, 7 rabbits, 7 rats, and 
1 pig to other rescues or humane societies.  I hope this leaves you feeling as good as we do about 
trying to work together to do what is best for the animals, giving them every chance possible to ® nd 
themselves in a loving, caring, and responsible homes.

Groups that we work with include:
Airedale Terrier Rescue & Adoption
Animal Humane Society
Bullies-N-Friends
Dodge County Humane Society
Fine Feathered Friends
German Shepherd Rescue Alliance of WI
Great Lakes Pug Rescue
Great Lakes Weimeraner Rescue
Great Pyrenees Rescue of WI
Green Acres Boxer Rescue
La Crescent Animal Rescue
Midwest American Bulldog Rescue
Midwest Farm Animal Rescue
MN Unwanted Siberian Husky Rescue
MN/WI Collie Rescue
New Beginnings Shih Tzu Rescue

Noah's Bark
Northwoods (IA  ̄oods)
Parrot Valley
PAW
Rehome A Dog
Shelter From The Storm
Specialty Pure Bred Cat Rescue
The Ferret Nook
Thr Twig Project
United Yorkie Rescue
White Paws German Shepherd Rescue
WI Adopt A Golden Retriever Rescue
WI Boston Terrier Rescue
WI Cocker Rescue
WI Guinea Pig Rescue
WI Sheltie Rescue

I am humbled to work alongside the people we do.  

Heather

Our pet therapy program plays an active role in our community on a daily basis.  They visit schools, 
read with children through our Reading program, visit nursing homes and assisted living facilities, 
visit with college students during study breaks, attend community events like Special Day for 
Special People, Relay for Life, Thanksgiving Day Dinner, Buddy Walk, and many more, attend the 
events our organization participates in, Gundersen Lutheran, Franciscan Skemp¼.the list really is 
very long.  There are over 75 volunteer pet therapy teams who reach over 60,000 people a year in 
our community and surrounding communities, logging thousands of hours of volunteer time each 
year.  These are some of the ® nest individuals in our community, giving of themselves and their 
dogs without any thought.  These teams brighten faces, provide breaks from painful treatments to 
® ght diseases, and provide a safe environment for children to increase their reading skills.  It is for 
these reasons and many more that we have decided to build an endowment for this program to 
ensure that it is able to continue to make a difference in the lives of many for years to come.  If you 
are interested in learning more about how you can help secure the future for this program, please 
contact Heather Schmid at heather.schmid@couleehumane.com or 608-781-4014.

Dogs come when they're called; cats take a message and get 
back to you. ± Missy Dizick and Mary Bly
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Calendar of 
Events
October
1 ± 31 - Adopt a Shelter Dog 
Month
7 -  Pet trust planning seminar 
at CRHS hosted by Johns, 
Flaherty, Collins, SC.
11 - La Crosse Historic Days
25 - Pins for Pets Bowlathon 
fundraiser for CRHS
25 - Pet Halloween Costume 
Contest at PETCO

November
15 - Herberger's Community 
Days
22 - UW-La Crosse Telethon 
bene® ting CRHS
27 - Thanksgiving, CRHS will be 
closed to observe the holiday
28 - Rotary Lights Parade
28 - Rotary Lights begins
30 - Pet Photos with Santa at 
Valley View Mall

December
6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 - Pet Photos 
with Santa at PetSmart
7 - Pet Photos with Santa at 
Valley View Mall 
24 - Christmas Eve, CRHS 
will be closed to observe the 
holiday
25 - Christmas Day, CRHS 
will be closed to observe the 
holiday
31 - Rotary Lights ends
31 - New Year's Eve, CRHS 
will be closed to observe the 
holiday

January
1 ± 31 - Adopt a Rescued Bird 
Month
1 - New Year's Day, CRHS will be 
closed to observe the holiday

February
19 - Annual Open Meeting
21 - Annual Cause for Paws 
Banquet at Stoney Creek Inn

For more information on start 
dates and times of training 
classes offered at CRHS for 
you and your dog, visit our 
website and click on the 
ªTraining and Behaviorº link.

NEWS

Volunteers Needed for Rotary Lights
Our organization is once again participating in Rotary Lights.  We 
are very excited to have the opportunity to not only support this 
community wide effort, but to also be able to raise awareness 
about our organization by decorating a tree for the event.

We are in need of volunteers to assist us with ful® lling our 
obligation to help make this year's Rotary Lights the most 
successful year yet!  There are two volunteer opportunities 
available:

*date, time, and task assignment yet to be determined ± most 
likely, we will either be helping set up outside or inside

*Friday, November 28, 2008, walk with our organization in the 
Rotary Lights Parade

If you would like to help with either effort above, please contact 
our Volunteer Coordinator, Kelly Dvorak, at 781-4014 or 
kelly.dvorak@couleehumane.com.  

CRHS to Sell 2009 Calendar
We will once again be selling calendars for 2009 due to the 
demand we had for 2008 calendars.  We anticipate the calendars 
being available by Thanksgiving.  The calendar, which is being 
designed by volunteers, will feature animals that we have cared 
for, information about our Humane Society, as well as important 
dates to remember.  These will be great stocking stuffers or 
a calendar to replace your 2008 of® ce or home calendar.  All 
proceeds from the sale of the calendars will bene® t our 
organization.

If you would like to reserve your 2009 Coulee Region Humane 
Society calendar in advance, please contact Marcia at 
608-781-4014.

PETCO Offers Support to  Rabbits
Our collaboration with PETCO to increase the awareness about 
rabbit adoption continues to progress which ultimately bene® ts 
the many rabbits who are surrendered to us and we ® nd as strays.  
In July, the PETCO Foundation awarded us a grant for $6,400 to 
continue to spay/neuter rabbits before adoption.  This is the third 
grant they have awarded to our organization for this purpose.  
Over the past three years, our two organizations have worked 
together to successfully adopt 5 rabbits in 2005, 14 rabbits 
in 2006, 38 rabbits 2007, and 15 rabbits thus far in 2008 (as of 
8/31).  The increased awareness about rabbits being available for 
adoption as well as other small animals has assisted other small 
animals in ® nding new homes; from 2005 to 2007, the number 
of small animals who were adopted jumped from 14 to 81 ± that 
is nearly a 600% increase!  We look forward to continuing to 
help the small animals in our care through innovative ideas and 
working collaboratively with other groups and individuals.
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Care to 
Share 
Community
Day

• Patrick McDonnell, King Features Syndicate

Would you like a coupon for $10.00 off a purchase of $10.00 or 
more at Herberger's while helping the Coulee Region Humane 
Society (CRHS) raise money?  On Saturday, November 15, 2008, 
Herberger's will once again be holding ªCare to Share Community 
Dayº.   For a donation of $5 to CRHS, you will receive a coupon 
booklet with a coupon for $10.00 off a purchase of $10.00 or 
more as well as eight 20% savings coupons (the coupons are also 
valid at Bon Ton, Bergner's, Boston Store, Carson Pirie Scott, Elder-
Beerman, and Younkers).  Your entire donation bene® ts CRHS!  

Remember the holiday season is just around the corner, so these 
coupons may save you a lot of money.  In fact, you might even 
want to consider purchasing more than one coupon booklet!

The coupon booklets can be purchased in advance at Coulee 
Region Humane Society during our normal of® ce hours.  

Coulee Region Humane Society (CRHS) cats and dogs need YOU!  As you may or may not know, 
the cat adoption center at PetSmart has featured cats from our organization since they opened in 
November 2005.  Each day, PetSmart staff clean the cat's kennels making sure they have a clean 
litter box, fresh water and food, and a nice clean, comfy bed.  Beginning in October, our staff will be 
available at PetSmart Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 4:00pm ± 6:30pm to 
take applications from individuals interested in adopting a cat.  However, the cats long for petting, 
cuddling, and someone to check in on them once or twice a day¼could that someone be you?  
What time commitment might this involve?  We are fairly  ̄exible¼an hour once or twice a week 
would be great!  You pick the day and the time.

We also will be at PetSmart the ® rst weekend of every month from 12:00pm ± 3:00pm with dogs 
available for adoption to increase their opportunity to meet individuals and families who may be 
looking to add a furry friend to their life.  We are in need of dog volunteers, on the ® rst Saturday or 
® rst Sunday of every month or both, to help the dogs ® nd their way to PetSmart, meet people for an 
hour or two, and ® nd their way back to the CRHS

If you are interested in helping the cats or dogs in our care ® nd new homes, please contact Kelly 
Dvorak, our volunteer coordinator, at 781-4014 or kelly.dvorak@couleehumane.com.

PetSmart 
Volunteers 
Needed

NEWS
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In September, the pet therapy program was the recipient of a 
$2,000 grant from the Children's Miracle Network.  The grant was 
given to help support the operating needs of this program that 
include a part-time Pet Therapy Director, shirts for volunteers, 
bandanas for dogs, training, and other supplies.  We appreciate 
the support of this organization and look forward to continuing 
to be a support to the many children this ® ne organization cares 
for each and every day.

A few months ago, we applied for a grant through our local Sam's 
Club to assist us with our spay-neuter program.  Realizing the 
importance of reducing pet overpopulation, Sam's Club awarded 
us $1,000.  This is the fourth year in which we have received grant 
funds from our local Sam's Club, and we cannot say thank you 
enough to our local club for their ongoing support!!

Children's 
Miracle 
Network 
Award Grant

Sam's Club 
Awards 
Community
Grant

Earlier this year, we submitted a $4,000 grant request to the Meacham Foundation for assistance 
with our Sunbeam Cat Room.  We felt we met the criteria for funding as the Meacham Foundation 
Memorial was established in 1969, in memory of Tressa Meacham, to provide ® nancial assistance for 
shelter expansion or improvements that directly impact the welfare of animals in shelters.  However, 
we knew that over 200 organizations from across the country apply for assistance each year and that 
not all could be funded due to limited funds.

After months of anticipation and hope for funding, we received noti® cation in late June that we 
would receive a grant and that it would be for the full amount requested!  We are extremely grateful 
to the Meacham Foundation Memorial for not only assisting us with this project, but for realizing the 
importance and impact it will have on cats in our care and subsequently, our staff, volunteers, and 
adopters who adopt cats living in this room.  

Thanks to the staff whose caring efforts made us stand out from others applying for this competitive 
grant as well as Peg Zappen, a long time volunteer with our organization, for assisting us in 
preparing this grant.

American 
Humane 
Association's 
Meacham 
Foundation
Grant

We will once again be teaming up with 
Petsmart to take pictures of your beloved 
animal companions at the Onalaska Petsmart.  
For $9.95, you will receive two pictures and 
two frames of your companion animal(s) with 
Santa.  On the days that our organization is 
there, $5.00 of each package will be donated 
back to our organization (dates that we will be 
assisting with this should be determined by the 
end of October).  If you attend on a day we are 
not assisting with picture taking, you will be 
supporting another local animal group.  Please 
come out and have a picture of your pet taken 
with Santa on one of the following dates to 

capture a keepsake moment:

December 6 ± 11am ± 4pm
December 7 ± 11am ± 4pm
December 13 ± 11am ± 4pm
December 14 ± 11am ± 4pm
December 20 ± 11am ± 4pm
December 21 ± 11am ± 4pm

If you are interested in volunteering to be Santa 
or to take pictures, please contact Kelly Dvorak, 
volunteer coordinator, at 781-4014 or 
kelly.dvorak@couleehumane.com.

Pet Photos 
with Santa 
at Petsmart
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On November 22nd, 2008, the UW-La Crosse Communication Studies Department, students from 
WMCM (student cable TV station), and Dr. Patricia Turner will be holding the 10th annual Telethon 
with all donations bene® ting the Coulee Region Humane Society.  Students, through fundraising 
efforts of their own leading up to the Telethon, and those who call in pledges during the Telethon, 
have helped to raise between $4,000 - $5,000 annually; that is $36,000 - $45,000 over the last 9 years.  
These funds help us to care for over 4,000 domestic and wild animals each year.  This support also 
helps us provide many services to the Coulee Region such as pet therapy, education, training, and 
animal control.

This year, KQEG has committed to three hours of air time once again to allow for additional dollars to 
be raised as well as increased awareness about our organization.  Eleanor St. John and Rick Wilson, 
owners of KQEG, are incredibly supportive of our community and their commitment to community 
organizations such as ours, is a ® ne example of this. The Telethon will be aired on KQEG (Channel 23 
or Channel 5 on Charter Cable) from 7pm ± 10pm.  Tune in and please consider calling in to make a 
pledge during the Telethon!  

We would like to salute our 5 veterinarian 
superheroes as they commit to helping us care 
for the animals at our organization.  Each one 
of these clinics participate in a rotation taking 
one week of each ® ve week rotation¼they are 
available 24 hours a days as needed.  All of these 
clinics either discount or donate their services 
to help animals who are in our care in the hopes 
of making their stay comfortable and ® nding a 
new home if they are adoptable:

Central Animal Hospital
Hillside Animal Hospital
La Crosse Veterinary Clinic
Thompson Animal Medical Center
VCA Sand Lake Animal Hospital

On behalf of the thousands of animals you have 
cared for over the years, thank you!  On behalf 
of staff and volunteers, thank you for giving us 
hope and working to make their lives better!

Local 
Superheros

UW-La 
Crosse 
Telethon 
for CRHS 
Celebrates a 
Decade

NEWS

For several years, a very special friend of ours has come in to groom animals in need.  She has come 
on short notice.  She has come to groom one animal to only learn of one or two or three more in 
need and happily grooms them all.  She has worked with not so happy animals and animals that 
cannot get enough of her attention.  She has even found herself helping with things she did not 
sign up for, but we believe, she would not have it any other way.  We know she does not want to 
be recognized or even really be thanked for her time, as she receives the thanks she needs from 
the animals themselves.  However, we feel it is not only time, but long overdue, to recognize Cindi's 
commitment to and care that she has and continues to provide to many animals.  Thank you, Cindi!!  
We would include her picture, but that might be pushing it!

Also, we want to thank Pet Me Scratch Me for also helping with animals in need of grooming.  They 
recently offered their assistance at no charge to help animals become more comfortable (matted fur 
really causes discomfort and even pain to animals) and presentable to help them ® nd a new home.  
We appreciate their support more than they know!

Thanks 
To Our 
Groomers

Every life should have nine cats. ± Anonymous

Be the change that you want to see in the world. ± Gandhi
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Cats Just 
Want To 
Have Fun

Dog Park In 
Onalaska 
Opens

A new park has come to Onalaska and the dogs in the area could not be more excited!  A few 
months ago, the Onalaska Park and Recreation Department completed the installation of its ® rst 
designated dog park.  The park is located at 255 Kramer Road.  The easiest way to ® nd the park is to 
take HWY 35 to Kramer Road and turn onto Kramer Road.

The park is contained by a fence to keep dogs safe, bags for waste, and receptacles to place waste 
and other garbage in.  There is a fee to use the park, but it is minimal and you have your choice of an 
annual fee or a day fee.  The Park and Recreation Department plans to add amenities to the park as 
funds become available.  

For more information about the park, contact the Onalaska Park and Recreation Department at 781-
9560.  

Is your cat bored? Feline boredom is often at the root of a variety of behavior problems including 
aggression with pets as well as people, compulsive grooming, and depression. We all know feline 
couch potatoes--sedentary cats who tend to be chubby. A daily dose of aerobic exercise is as 
important for cats as it is for their owners. A couple 10-15-minute play sessions a day will improve 
your cat's attitude toward life and will bring him into the land of the ® t and trim. And by the way, 
interacting with your cat in a positive way is healthy and relaxing for you as well. Invest in a couple 
of well-made ® shing pole-type toys and take them out during the scheduled playtimes. (Cats love 
routine, so try to plan play sessions for the same time every day.) You can sit on the couch while kitty 
is getting a workout. When kitty is lying on his side and batting at the toy, it's time to end the play 
session and put the toys away. (If these toys are not put behind closed doors, the cat will continue 
to hunt for them and could get into trouble by chewing the string or feathers.) Have fun. These play 
sessions are great times for bonding with your pet. 

More ideas to make your cat's life (and consequently, your life) more fun: 
· Get a feline companion for your cat--one with a compatible personality. 
· Schedule at least one 15-minute interactive play session with your cat and a ® shing pole-type toy 
each day. 
· Cats love to hunt for their toys, so consider getting your cat a Peek-a-Prize Toy Box from SmartCat. 
Be sure to rotate toys frequently so Kitty doesn't get bored. 
· Install a window perch with a view of the birdfeeder. 
· Provide a gold® sh bowl or an aquarium to watch when the birds are not at the feeder. 
· Drop a couple of ping pong balls in the bathtub (feline racquetball). 
· Slide milk bottle rings or ice cubes across the kitchen  ̄oor (feline ice hockey). 
· Stuff cotton socks of varying sizes with cotton balls and catnip. 
· Set out something new to explore from time to time like a cardboard box or a paper grocery bag 
(without handles). 
· Flash a beam of light on the walls and ¯ oor of a dimly-lit room (use a  ̄ashlight or a laser pointer). 
· Provide your feline with some cat furniture--something great to climb, perch on, and to scratch. 
· Get a video made for cats or a wildlife show featuring birds.
Reproduced from Cats International, www.catsinternational.org   

We are excited to share that we have adopted the Onalaska Dog 
Park.  Each year, we will spruce up the park in spring and fall.  
We also plan to clean up the Dr. Fred Dog Park in La Crosse.  If 
you would like to help us clean up the local dog parks, contact 
Kelly Dvorak, volunteer coordinator, at 781-4014 or kelly.
dvorak@couleehumane.com so that she can contact you when 
plans are made to do this.

Dog Park 
Help Needed

NEWS
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Lucky Lula Belle of Corn Blossom Lane, a 7 month old Beagle 
started out by being surrendered to the Humane Society.  I was 
asked to take her home to both care for her and evaluate her 
through the staff foster program because of my love for Beagles. 
Lucky is my 5th one.  She ® t into our home right away playing 
with another Beagle and a Boxer.  She also took a liking to my 
Grandson, Aaron, or I should say that the feelings were mutual!  
We had promised Aaron that when we moved to the country 
he could have his own dog.  Lucky ® t that idea very well.  She 
was only 18# and Aaron could handle her just ® ne.  He started 
taking her for walks, feeding her, training her to sit and shake, and 
playing with her.  He was showing me that indeed he was ready 
to help take care of her.  It got to where we didn't know how we 
could live without her¼¼.so we adopted her!!

She has been an absolute blessing. She exercises my other dogs 
all day long.  I had heard about the bene® ts of doggie day care 
so I decided I would try it out.  I called Pet Me Scratch Me and 
inquired about the procedure.  I took Lucky in to be temperament 
tested and she passed! We veri® ed that she was up to date on all 
of her vaccinations and we were ready for the ® rst day.  I felt like 
a Mom letting her child off for their ® rst day of school¼will she 
get along with the other dogs, will she miss me too much, all sorts 
of things going through my mind.  When I came back to get her, 
I received a report card of how she did for the day!  Her favorite 
thing to do was to chase the boys!  Her best playmate was a mini 
schnauzer!  Her favorite toy was an orange ball. When it came to 
nap time¼¼.she had NONE!  I (or I should say we) were hooked!  
Lucky only goes for 5 hours once a week, but what a difference on 
those days.  When she gets home, she eats her meal lying down, 
the next day she just snoozes all day long, doesn't even want 
to play with the other dogs.  She doesn't get into any trouble 
chewing either! 

So if you have a dog that is getting into trouble at home or 
maybe you just don't have enough time to exercise them, you 
really should consider doggie daycare.  I think of it this way¼¼
we do things for ourselves every week¼we go gol® ng, ® shing, 
swimming or out to eat¼why can't we take our dogs to doggie 
day care and let them have their day of fun, too?

We are so glad to have Ms. Lucky Lula Belle in our lives!

Shirley, Petey, Bobbi, and Lucky

Hello to our friends at CRHS ±
Just a note to let you know our 
boys are doing great!  The new 
arrival, Moose, is settling in and 
seems to be a happy boy.  He 
is a real sweetie and already 
knows our household routine.

Moose and Tonka can play 
for hours.  They all get along 
better than we ever could have 
imagined or hoped for.  They 
just have so much fun and so 
do we.  Any concerns we had 
about sharing our home with 
three Labs are gone¼it has 
just worked out perfectly.  They 
are great!

Thanks to everyone who took 
such good care of both Moose 
and Tonka.  Thanks to Cary who 
helped us with both adoptions.  
We are very grateful for her 
unique ªmatch makingº gift.  
Ha!

Mark, Pam, Tonka, Moose, and 
Reggie

PS  Moose is on the left, Tonka 
is in the middle, and Reggie is 
on the right.  

Success 
Stor ies

UPDATE
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*Thank you to Hannah S. for asking for her birthday gifts to be items that we need.  Her kind act 
resulted in an animal bed, toys, food, and ® nancial gifts being given to us in her name.
*Thank you to ªHelping Hands Lemonade Standº for using the proceeds from their sales to purchase 
leashes, litter, food, and bones.
*Thank you to the Logan Small Business for Teens Club for donating $100 to our organization.
*Thank you to everyone in the community that donated items from our wish list and supports us 
® nancially¼.it is because of you that we are able to be a resource for both animals and people in 
need!

KIDS 
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What a spectacular day!  Unlike 
last year's Bark in the Park, the 
day brought great weather 
form start to ® nish.  We enjoyed 
our new location, Copeland 
Park, as did those attending, 
at least from the feedback we 
heard from several individuals.  

With the help of several 
wonderful volunteers the 
day offered our ® rst ever 
Fido Frisbee game (the boys 
or ªLiftersº won by just one 
point, but they better watch 
out because the girls or 
ªSquattersº are already looking 
forward to a rematch next 
year) doggie games, a costume 
contest, food, silent auction, 
dog paw painting, agility 
demonstrations, lazy time in 
kiddie pools, pooch pampering 
at the pet boutique, and of 
course the anticipated Big Bark!

We unof® cially broke the 
Guinness World Record held by 
Coulee Region Humane Society 
dog supporters by registering 
at 114.6 decibels (record is 
110.0 decibels).  All paperwork 
has been submitted to try 
and make this of® cial; if it is 
recognized by Guinness, we will 
be sure to share this with you 
and our community.

Tentatively mark your calendar 
for next year's Bark in the Park 
on August 8; we will be able 
to con® rm this after the ® rst 
of the year when we ask for 
permission to use Copeland 
Park.

Thank you to the following 
sponsors of this year's Bark in 
the Park:

Media:
-La Crosse Tribune
-WKBT-TV Channel 8
-Z93

Business Sponsors:
Best of Show:
-Central Animal Hospital
-Hillside Animal Hospital
-La Crosse Vet Clinic
-Nestle Purina
-Pet Me Scratch Me Dog 
Daycare and Indoor Playground
-Thompson Animal Medical 
Center
-VCA Sand Lake Animal 
Hospital

Grand Champions:
-Diggity Dog Daycare
-Elite Kibble and Raz Ma Taz 
Grooming
-PETCO
-Rivers Edge Pet Crematorium
-Sue Butler In-home Dog 
Training

Reserve Champions:
-Bark Busters Home Dog 
Training
-Bene® ts Design Group
-Fleis Insurance
-West Salem Vet Clinic

Best of Breed:
-Alan Fine Art Photography
-Sam's Club
-SFB Motorcycle Club
-Stamp ̀ N Hand

Special thanks to:
-La Crosse Park and Rec 
Department 
-Valley View Mall 
-Fowler and Hammer 
-Farley's 
-Festival 
-Starbucks
-Mcloone

Gearing up for the Big Bark attempt

Fido Frisbee Game

Marcia being kissed by one of many 
dogs for the ªBest Kisserº contest

-Dr. Kim Kratt with Central 
Animal Hospital 
-Catherine Roberts-Graves 
with Franciscan Skemp
-Cory Malles, WKBT-TV Channel 
8/MyNetworkTV  
-La Crosse Fire Department
-CBS Graphics
-All those who attended
-All donors who happily 
contributed
-Our volunteers
-Vendors and other non-pro® ts 
who attended

UPDATE
Bark In 
The Park 
Update
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We are excited to share that 
during April ± June, almost 
$1,000 was raised through the 
Paw Away Hunger Program 
at our three local Festival 
Foods stores!  With these 
funds, we went shopping at 
Festival Foods in Holmen and 
purchased 2,000 pounds of cat 
litter (which only lasts about 1 
month), 200 cans of cat food, 
20 bags of corn cob bedding 
for our small animals, and 
100 bottles of bleach (which 
only lasts about a month).  
This program impacts our 

organization, allowing us to 
allocate our funds directly to 
other animal care needs.  We 
want to thank YOU and Festival 
Foods for making this possible.

How can you add $5 or $10 to 
this program?  Next time you 
go grocery shopping or stop in 
Festival Foods to pick up lunch, 
locate the Paw Away Hunger 
display or ask a Festival Foods 
associate for assistance, pick up 
a $5 or $10 grocery bag, hand 
it to the cashier, and she will 
ring it up for you.  The dollars 

raised are tracked by a unique 
number within their computer 
system and at the end of a 
calendar quarter, the dollars 
you give allow us to purchase 
needed food and supplies.  It 
is that easy.  If 100 shoppers 
purchase a $5 bag, $500 is 
given back to our organization.  
If 500 shoppers during a 3 
month period purchase a $10 
bag, $5,000 is given back to our 
organization.  Please consider 
purchasing a Paw Away Hunger 
bag the next time you go 
shopping!  

Sand Team CRHS Hog Wash Sand Sculpture

On August 15th, 2008, a very dedicated, hard working group of CRHS volunteers helped Artist David 
Andrews create a sand sculpture in Riverside Park at CenturyTel's Sand on the Riverfront, a fundraiser 
that bene® ts Riverfront.  The group did an excellent job earning them both the People's Choice and 
Best on the Riverfront Award in the Master Class.

We want to thank Fowler and Hammer for once again sponsoring our organization and providing 
this opportunity.  Also, we want to thank David Andrews whose creativity and understanding of our 
organization's mission ultimately created an award winning sculpture!

Thanks to Tom and Trudy Kennedy, who donated 4 indoor club seats 
and a parking pass to the Packer home game on August 11, our 
organization raised $905!  We would also like to thank our local Wal-
Mart, Sam's Club, and Famous Dave's who donated gift certi® cates for 
additional prizes.  The winners of the Packer raf ̄e are:

1st place ± 4 Packer tickets and parking pass ± Rich O.
2nd place - $25 Wal-Mart/Sam's Club gift card ± Bob S.
3rd place - $25 Famous Dave's gift card ± Marianne W.

Thank you to everyone who purchased raf¯ e tickets, helped sell raf ̄e 
tickets, and our sponsors who provided the prizes!

UPDATE
Sand on the 
Riverfront
Update

Festival 
Foods 
Paw Away 
Hunger 
Update

Packer Raf ̄e 
Update
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2008 has brought a few new 
social events to our community, 
with our organization hosting 
one of them ± Yappy Hour.  On 
June 26 and September 11, the 
CRHS partnered with Stoney 
Creek Inn to hold the Coulee 
Region's ® rst ever Yappy Hour, 
a happy hour that could be 
enjoyed with man's best friend, 
your dog.  From 5pm ± 8pm on 
both evenings, dogs and their 

human companions came out 
to enjoy food and beverages 
while getting to know other 
dogs and their friends.  Raf¯ es 
were held, laughter was had, 
and friendships began¼all 
centered around dogs and the 
desire to raise funds for our 
spay-neuter initiative, geared 
to reducing pet overpopulation 
in our community.  We want 
to thank Stoney Creek Inn for 

offering discounts on food and 
beverages as well as allowing 
us to use their outdoor patio 
area at no charge.  We also 
want to thank our local media 
for helping us promote the 
event, especially WXOW News 
19 and Molly Nichols, who were 
live at the June 26 Yappy Hour.  
We plan to continue Yappy 
Hour in 2009, so watch your 
newsletters and our website.

Dogs and their friends enjoying Yappy Hour on September 11 Zach, of News 19, and Pepper

Yappy Hour 
Update

UPDATE

On June 28th and June 29th, we held our 4th Annual Adoptathon.  
This year's event hosted a Hawaiian Luau theme and all those 
that visited were welcomed with a lai and Hawaiian environment.  
We hosted our ® rst ever Aloha Dog Bowl and the Tsukano Family 
were the proud winners.  Over 300 people visited during this 
two day event to raise awareness for the hundreds of animals 
in need of homes every day in our community and the millions 
nationwide that are in need of help.  With the help of our local 
media, businesses, staff, and volunteers, we were able to ® nd great 
homes for 6 dogs and 11 cats.  Though these numbers may not 
seem extraordinary, this is far above the number of animals who 
typically ® nd homes in just two days time.  We cannot wait for 
next year's Adoptathon!

The Tsukano Family ± Aloha Bowl 
Winners: from left to right ± Jessie 
with Millie, a Cattledog cross, and 
Danielle with Gracie, a Husky cross

Adoptathon 
Update

One reason a dog can be such a comfort when you’re feeling blue is 
that he doesn’t try to find out why. – Author unknown
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Quillin's Holds Two Tent Sales to Bene® t Us
On May 24th and August 30th, Quillin's and Nestl•  Purina held 
two tent sales to bene® t our organization!  The tent sale offered 
special discounts to customers, a hot dog sale with all proceeds 
bene® tting CRHS, and an opportunity for Quillin's customers to 
donate needed items such as food and cleaning products to us.  
Customers learned more about us, met some of our adoptable 
animals, and visited with pet therapy teams.  We want to take this 
opportunity to thank Quillin's, Nestle Purina, and the volunteers 
who made this possible!

Board of Directors
Judy Rusch, President
Jon Trapp, Vice-President
Heidi Blanke, Secretary
Jo Ann Marson, Treasurer
Jeneen Ablan
Ann Abraham
Mike Dvorak
Shannon Hentges
Chris Huston
Scott  Kissinger
Cheryl Matuszewski
Penny Reedy
Sheri Schneider
Stephen Woessner

Staff
Heather Schmid, Executive Director
Marcia Christman, Executive Assistant
Kaylynn Cooper, Education Director
Kelly Dvorak, Volunteer Coordinator/Humane Officer
Amiie Gabrilska, Animal Control Supervisor
Kyle Hundt, Accounting Clerk
Renee Knutson, Pet Therapy Director
Cassandra Speltz, Kennel Operations Manager
Cary Wyninger, Customer Relations Manager
Dan Olson, Humane Officer
Lynn Zee Dokken-Knox, Humane Officer
Rich Schrader,  Humane Officer
Shirley Richards, Animal Behavior Coordinator
Cassie Adamietz, Animal Caregiver
Molly Burns, Animal Caregiver
Amber Grosch, Animal Caregiver
Kristy Haack, Animal Caregiver
Erin Johnson, Animal Caregiver
Angie Lee, Lead Cat Caregiver
Kelly Metzger, Animal Caregiver/Housekeeping
Meranda Nelson, Animal Caregiver
Stephanie Nikolai, Animal Caregiver
Lisa Waege, Animal Caregiver
Sonia Collins, Customer Relations
Kathy Gregerson, Customer Relations
Heather Hankins, Customer Relations
Jessica Janke, Customer Relations
Jessica Raasch, Customer Relations/Animal Caregiver
Peg Zappen, Customer Service
Don Beach, Maintenance Associate
Daid Collins, Mainenance Associate
Rhonda Taylor, Housekeeping

Contact Information
911 Critter Court
Onalaska, WI 54650
608-781-4014
Fax 608-781-1646

www.couleehumane.com

Healthy People, Healthy Pets 
± the three month long healthy 
living challenge for people 
and their pets facilitated by 
our organization, the Coulee 
Region Veterinary Medical 
Association, and the La Crosse 
Area Family YMCA ± came to 
an end on Saturday, August 
9th.  Information was provided 
to each team based on their 
lifestyle and weight ± what 
a proper weight should be, 
the proper foods to eat, and 
appropriate activity levels ± at 
each monthly check-in.  The 
5 teams who completed the 
challenge are as follows:

Kerri J. and Keylo
Gayleen E. and Sophie
Leah and Guinness
Karrie J. and Potter
Loretta R. and Wilson

All ® ve teams did a great job, 
though the only team that 
included a cat, Gayleen and 

Sophie, seemed to experience 
the biggest change.  Gayleen 
could not bear the thought 
of changing her beloved cat's 
lifestyle.  You could say Sophie 
is a little princess who had 
Gayleen trained.  But, Gayleen 
was strong and knew she had 
to make changes to make 
sure Sophie will be with her 
as long as possible.  Due to 
Gayleen's commitment to this 
program, Sophie is now eating 
a more nutritional food and 
lost 2.2 pounds ± for a cat in 
this short period of time, this is 
spectacular.

We want to congratulate and 
commend each team for its 
commitment to each other as 
well as their participation in 
this program!  We also want to 
thank Central Animal Hospital, 
Hillside Animal Hospital, 
and the YMCA for their 
involvement.

Healthy People, Healthy Pets Update

Receipt Reminder
Remember to save your receipts from Festival 

and Quillins!  We earn 1% of all receipts that you 
give to us!  You can either drop them off at the 

shelter or mail them directly to us.

UPDATE



Animal and Kennel Care
Cat scratching post
Kong stuffersÐsmall treats, 

peanut butter, spray cheese
Toys for catsÐlittle mice with 

a tail and bell on end, etc.
Toys for dogsÐsturdy, squeaky 

toys, Kongs, etc.
Rawhide bones or chips - 

things to keep our dogs busy
Pig ears
Dry cat food (Science Diet, 

Eukanuba, Purina)
Dry kitten food (Science Diet, 

Eukanuba, Nutro, Purina)
Dry dog food (Science Diet, 

Eukanuba, Purina)
Dry puppy food (same brands 

listed for dog food)
British style slip leads for dogs 

- 1/2 inch and 3/8 inch -  
www.cleanrun.com, click on 
collars and leashes then click 
on slip leads, then click on 
british style

Dog collars
Martingale collars for dogs
Feliway spray (www.petedge.

com)
Feliway plug-ins (Qty of 4) 1 for 

each cat room

Carefresh bedding
Yesterday's News - litter
Timothy hay
Guinea pig food
Aspen shavings or chips (no 

pine or cedar)
Small animal food (birds, 

hamsters, rabbits, ferrets)
Small animal treats
Rabbit pellets
Fresh carrots and romaine 

lettuce for rabbits
Pooper scoopers - heavy duty

Cleaning Supplies:
Garbage bags ± 33 gal. size
All purpose cleaner (Lysol, Mr. 

Clean, etc)
Windex
Paper towels
Laundry detergent
Kleenex

Gift Cards: (to buy food and 
supplies)
Target
Wal-mart
Sam's Club
PetCo
PetSmart

911 Critter Court
Onalaska, WI  54650

Your animal experts.  Your community resource.

URGENT
Clay cat litter (non-

clumping) 
Canned cat food (loaf please, 

not meats in gravy/sauce)
Canned dog food (Alpo, 

Pedigree, Iams)
Leashes - 1 inch thick, 4-6 feet 

long
Bleach
Copy paper - 8.5X11 (plain 

white)

Gas Cards (for transportation 
of animals)
Special Needs:
Buster cubes (for dogs) - Qty 4
Chomping toys (no stuffed 
toys) from planetdog.com

Pet Therapy Needs:
White ink jet card stock
White postcards for ink jet 
(5 1/2 X 4 1/4)
Plain white or plain royal blue 
gift bags
Royal blue or red pocket 
folders

Hours
Viewing
Monday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 1pm - 5pm
Tuesday and Thursday  1pm - 7pm
Wednesday    Closed

Of® ce
Monday, Wednesday, Friday  9am - 5pm
Tuesday and Thursday  9am - 7pm
Saturday and Sunday   1pm - 5pm

Non-profit
organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
La Crosse, WI
54601
Permit No. 61

Wish List


